CLAIMS 

The embodiments of the invention in which an exclusive property or privilege is claimed are 
defined as follows: 




~5 : tr A metnod tor receiving ewer a public data network a multicast signal at a user 

system coupled to the public data network, the method comprising: 

determining if a request to receive the mulitcast signal has occurred; 
testing a subnetwork for a first multicasting protocol, if a request to receive the mulitcast 
signal was determined to have occurred; 
10 implementing the first multicasting protocol, if the result of the test is(^^^pcriteria; 

Q y testing the subnetwork for a subsequent multicasting protocol, if the result of the test is 

^ below/the criteria; s\ \ \ 7_ 



implementing the subsequent multicasting protocol, if the result of the test isvabove^the 

_ criteria; 

i— j 

kS repeating testing a subnetwork for a Subsequent multicasting protocol and implementing 

q the subsequent multicasting protocol, until the^ result of the test is above the criteria. 

ni 

n J 2. The method of Clairp 1, wherein the testing tests a subnetwork that does not 

include the user system. 

20 

3. The method of Claim 1, v&herein if the testing fails to produce a result above the 
criteria, a default multicast protocol is implemented. 

4. An apparatus for receiving at a public data network a multicast singal at a user 
25 system (54) coupled to the public data network! the apparatus comprising: 

memory (60) for storing a plurality/Of multicast protocols; 

a user interface (58) for allowingy^spr to request a multicast signal from a source 
coupled to the public data network; and 

a processor (56) for communicating with the public data network, the processor 
30 eonfprisnig 
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a determining component for determining if a request for a mulitcast join has 



occurred; 



a testing component for testing a 



subnetwork for a first multicasting protocol, if it 




a request for a mulitcast join was determined to 1 ave occurred; and 

a mulitcast component for implqmenting the first multicasting protocol, if the 
result of the test is above a criteria, 

wherein the testing compondjht tests the subnetwork for a subsequent multicasting 
protocol, if the result of the test is below tjae Criteria, the mulitcast component implements the 



p 



m 



subsequent multicasting protocol, if the result o 
epeats testing a subnetwork for a subsequent 
ubsequent multicasting protocol, until the result 



the test is above a criteria and the processor 
multicasting protocol and implementing" the 
if the test is above the criteria. 



5. The apparatus of Ct^m 4, wherein the testing component tests a subnetwork that 
does not include the user system. 

6. The apparatus of Claim 4, wlJbnsin if the testing component fails to produce a 
result above the criteria, a default multicast protocbUs implemented. 
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